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Hello everyone,

As weOQre halfway through the autumn term we thought it would be nice to give
everyone a news update from the MIO team. ItOs been an action packed term
so far and with Christmas around the corner it's set to get even busier!

Office Choir of the
Year (OCOTY) 2017

Ofbce choir of the Year ofpcially
launched on 29 September at the
Citi ofbces in Canary Wharf. We
want to say a big thank you for the
Citi team for hosting and performing
at the event which was a great

SUCCesS.


http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=252f958bd71168396b747bc40&id=0a979f2ab4&e=%5BUNIQID%5D

With just over a week until the heats we couldn’t be more excited! The heats
are taking please at St James’ Church in Clerkenwell on 8 and 9 November.

Now that the competition is underway we can reveal the competitors. The
competition will see choirs from the Telegraph, News UK, MEC, Deloitte,
Linklaters and BLP singing against each other to win the coveted title of Office
Choir of the Year 2017.

We all know how a good audience can improve a performance so please
encourage colleagues, friends and family members to come along and show
their support. Or, if you're part of an office choir and you just want a sneaky
peek to see what you're missing out on, get your tickets here 8th November /
9th November . They’re only £6 so book yours now, before we sell out!

If any choirs are tempted to sign-up, there’s still time! Contact Rob to find out
more.
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Office Choirs

Over the last few weeks MIO choirs have had the opportunity to perform a
variety of events across the Capital. Particular highlights include:

Brandenburg Festival 2016
On Friday 14 October, OCOTY winners Citi and runners up, the Telegraph
performed at St Paul's, Covent Garden as part of the Brandenburg Festival.


https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=FDM6NAKEPG3DU
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They were joined by the Woolwich
Singers and did not disappoint,
delivering an evening of
sensational singing.

Macquarie event

Foundation week at Macquarie saw a joint performance between their Music in
‘ Ofbces Char and Streetwise Opera, an

award-winning charity that uses music

to help people make positive changes

in their lives.

The performance included solos from
both groups. Macquarie performed their
own pieces in front of an audience of
workmates, before both groups came
together to sing OYouOll never walk aloneO.

A wonderful way to raise money for such a fantastic cause. Well done
Macquarie!

Tuition - fancy learning the drums?

Thank you to all our pupils who have signed up again for this term. WeOve had
some great feedback from our teachers about how much progress is being
made in lessons. If you know of anyone who is interested in learning an
instrument, then please do get in touch. We can provide teachers for any
iInstrument.

WeOre recently started delivering drum lessons at Norton Rose Fullbright which



have, so far, been a resounding
success. The lessons involve breaking
down rhythm to its fundamental
principles, applying these to our four
limbs and developing timing,
coordination, independence and feel.
This gives freedom to use the drum kit
in any way we chose and learn specibc
styles including contemporary western

pop, rock, Afro Caribbean and Jazz.

Our student, Philip Williams said:

Ol have really enjoyed learning the drums from scratch with James. His lessons
are well prepared and you can see the progress you are making from one week
to the next, building a solid foundation based on good technique. | would
recommend the experience to anyone and itOs a fun way to learn a new skill.O
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Development Workshops

We mentioned our new Development Workshops in the last newsletter. This
term we have been busy planning more workshops, including team building
activities for the Lloyds Tax Team in November.

The team building event is an hourOs Ukulele 'Have fun and strum' session
which will be led by Sarah Weiler and myself, with the emphasis being on
having fun together. The group of 60 will work in pairs getting to know each
other well, learning how to play the ukulele, learning songs, rounds and new
ways of listening.



ItOs a wonderful inclusive way to work together and achieve something new and
different as a team.

We can tailor these sessions to specibc briefs, so, if youOre interested in doing
something similar in your workplace, please do get in touch.

Upcoming events
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With Christmas around the corner
we wanted to give you some dates
for your diary.

Ofbce Choir of the Year Heats, St JamesO Church, Clerkenwell, EC19 OEA on
Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 November, click here for tickets 8th November /
9th November .

Come along to our Music in Offices Christmas concert at St John’s
Waterloo on Thursday 1 December. Celebrate Christmas time with
performances from a number of our Ofpce Choirs at this iconic venue. Tickets
are £6 and available here. We are also raising money and awareness for the
charity SignHealth encouraging choirs to learn the sign language to their song
Together.

On Thursday 8 December in partnership with the Royal Voluntary Service, we
have curated their Prst carol service which will include performances from Royal
Harpist, Anne Denholm and choirs from Hearst, Irwin Mitchell and Engine
Group. Find out more here.

Come and Sing Handel's Messiah will include a rehearsal on Sunday 4
December and the Final Performance on Wednesday 14 December. This
open to all our choir member, it will be a great opportunity to perform
accompanied by a full orchestra b the Pico Players, seen recently on Strictly
Come Dancing! Click here to Pnd out more.
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A big welcome

Finally, I'd like to also give a big welcome to some new members of the MIO
network. Ogilvy & Mather and SEI have both started ofbce choirs this term and
we're loving working with them!

Happy Halloween!

¥

Tessa

Tessa Marchington
Director

Music in Ofbces
tessa@musicinofbces.com
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